Bacterial infections--the cause of preterm delivery.
Within diagnostic procedures protocols in preterm delivery, the objective of the study was to examine bacterial causes of preterm deliveries in relation to term deliveries. The study included 106 patients delivered before term (24 to 37 weeks of gestation) and 126 patients with term delivery after 37 to 42 weeks of gestation. Bacterial analysis included hospital material: cervix smear in patients before the delivery and protective and functional fetal elements.